
VTSIT TO FALTAGII TOWNLNID: CO. MONAGIIN{ : IRELANP

TNTRODUCTION

In March L992 I made a visit to Monaghan Town in Co. Monaghan
in an attempt to substantiate that my paternal Ir ish ancestry
originated from Faltagh Townland in' the parish of Aghabog.
The year L992 was the 200th. anniversary of the birth of my
great great grandmother Elizabeth McMahon in L792.

In 1-890 my great grandfather Michael McMahon ( one of many
children attributed to Elizabeth and her husband Matthew) -
returned to Co. Monaghan from Australia and only very briefly,
in a t ravel  diary,  made passing references to the vis i t
without giving pertinent details other than to write that he
v is i ted the WaddeI I  fami ly  in  Ba l lyway.  Th is  ep is t le  is  to
make up for his apparent lack of  fu l ly recording his t r ip.

The purpose of this sorry l i t t le narrative should any copy
survive for a hundred years is to inform the reader of why- f
undertook the tr ip and what l i t t le informat ion f  obtained.

The reader should also be aware that at the time I was working
in London at the Austral ian High Commission as an accredi ted
diplomat with the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade.  I  u t i l i sed a  weekrs  recreat ion leave.  I  le f t  London
by bus on the evening of Sunday 1 March and returned the same
way reaching London on Saturday 7 March. The trip was bloody
uncomfortable and took thirteen hours each way including the
fer ry  c ross ing o f  3  L /2  hours .  I  h i red a  car  in  Dubl in  and
drove to Monaghan. I kept the car for the week which allowed
me freedom of movement in and around Monaghan Town and
spec i f ica l ly  to  Fa l tagh Townland.

The recount ing of  the tr ip in detai l  is  basical ly for Suzanne
Hyde an Australian cousin with whom I am sharing family
information and who is au fait with the background to tha
events and people about which, and about whom, T am wri t ing.
However,  the informat ion is for anyone who is interested, be
he/ she/they f  arni ly or otherwise.

suNDAY 01 .  03 .  1gg2

My experience at the Victoria Coach Terminal only confirmed my
previous ordeals at  such places; they are dir ty,  dredry,
dismal and dank and inhabited by people with s imi lar
characteristics. The trip commenced badly as the bus company
could not locate ny t icket as i t  was locked in a safe to which
nobody had the key. I was forced to purchase another one
using plast ic wi th the assurance that my Visa account would be
credi ted; I  wi l l  bel ieve that only when f  see the credi t  on
the next statement.

The bus seats were designed as torture chambers. OnIy a dwarf
or a chitd could sit in them for any Iength of t ime with any
degree of comfort .
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The bus le f t  on schedule  a t  7  .3O P.M.  and the dr ive  to
Hol lyhead was of several  hours durat ion with stops at  places
I cannot remember and which are of no consequence. At one
comfort stop we remained for an interminable 45 minutes before
even tua l l y  a r r i v i ng  a t  Ho l l yhead  a t  2 .LO A .M.  fo r  an  4 .  OO A .M.
ferry departure. We were then forced to leave the coach,
collect our baggage and carry it through Customs only to have
the sleepy examiners wave everybody onto the waiting bus,
which we then boarded and waited for yet another 30 minutes
before it was loaded aboard the ferry. The crossing of the
Irish sea was smooth which was fortunate for me as I am a
poor sai lor and hras completed in 3 L/2 hours.

rt was an experience which shourd onry be undertaken
in f requent ly  but ,  d t  842 re turn  ($A97) ,  i t  was someth ing
different. It shakes out the cobwebs and brings one back to
earthl there are people who have no other option but to travel
under such condit ions. I  arr ived at Dubl in bus terminal  at
8 .30  A .M .  on  Monday  2  March .

l { oNDAy  02 .03 .1992

I col lected the hire car (wi thout incident and that I  s a
record) and pronptJ-y got lost  on at  least s ix occasions as I
endeavoured to navigate my way out of Dublin. Eventually I was
successful and worked my way north for about LOO Kms to
Castleblayney where I turned west for Ballybay and Swans Cross
Roads. However , I accidently veered north onto the Monaghan
road and was annoyed when I realised what I had done. However,
as I was close to Monaghan town I decided to continue to my
ult imate dest inat ion, arr iv ing at  about L .  OO P .  M. at  t ' lary
McArdIe I  s B. and B. known as frThe Cedarsrf  ,  Clones Road,
Monaghan, phone 47 82783. I  received a warm welcome, including
tea and crumpets, a hand drawn map of how to locate Swans
Cross Roads, Theo McMahon I  s house, ds wel l  as the Local BDM
of f i ce .

And so a t  2 .00 P.M.  I  commenced the f i rs t  ass ignment  o f  the
tr ip locat ing the death cert i f icate of  El izabeth McMahon. I
was fortunate for the f i rst  of  only two occasions on the whole
journey; the BDM quickly and eff ic ient ly found the entry for
30 .06 .1 -869 .  I n  a  ma t te r  o f  m inu tes  I  had  a  copy  wh ich
confirmed that she died on that date in FALTAGH townland and
that a James McMahon was present when she passed away.

The second fortunate occasion was at the same location on the
same day when I was able to confirm the dates of birth of
Catherine McMahon I s and Franci-s Keenan I s children and obtain
Mary Anne I  s cert i f  icate which grave her DOB as l -9 .  O 4 .  L8 69 at
CORKEERAN. She appears as entry No.434 registered in the
Distr ict  of  DAWSONGROVE in the Superintendent Registrarfs
District of COOTEHILL in the County of MONAGHAN. With the
exception of the entry number, the details for the other
children t/ere identical as that for Mary Anne and I decided
against  get t ing the i r  cop ies ,  wh ich a t  95.  50 (  $af2  .  80)  each,
would  have been qu i te  expens ive.  The i r  DOBsf  are  as  fo t lows:
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A l  i ce

Michael

Thomas

Patr ick

2 5 . 0 9 . 1 , 9 7 0

0 6 . 0 4 . L 8 7 3

2 8 . 0 9 . L 9 7 4

2 8 . 0 7 . L 9 7 9

The Monaghan Town BDM office is about the size of an average
two car detached pre fab garage (say about 7m. x 9m. ) with one
ful l-t irne registrar . She has a vertical opening window which
she reluctant ly opens when customers'appear.  However i t  only
opens to a height which is below the level of the height of an
average person, and therefore you stand crouched over, with
your head and shoulders bowed, and the remainder of your body
at a forty- f ive degree angle to the counter,  whi le you
endeavour to convince her that it is 18 6 9 and not i,9 6 9 that
yourre chasing. She was not impressed with the amount of  t ime
I commandeered on her otherwise unruffled afternoon.

Li t t le real is ing that that foray was to be the most successful
of the week I I set out south for Swans Cross Roads on route
Rl-88 in the sincere bel ief  and hope that I  would have
everything wrapped up in about two days. I envisaged a
Ieisurely and triumphant return to London with a report to my
farnily in Australia that I knew exactly who my ancesters were
and from whence they originated. It proved to be an erroneous
assumption.

On the way to Swans Cross I wondered what I was going to do
when I  got there and who I  was going to see. I  recal led Mary
McArdle ment ioning that I  couldn t  t  miss the crossroads because
there was a Post Off ice on one corner. She was almost
correct I  there is a Post Of f  ice but 

' i f  
you bl ink you t  1I  miss

i t  as you go through a smalL crossing indist inguishable from
any other small intersection. It reminded me of the store cum
post of f ice at  Ravensworth.  I rd decided to stop of f  and chat
up the owners as they would surely know who l ived where and
did what in their  area.

Er ic  S loan and h is  w i fe  knew i t  a l l ;  i t  was probably  the
smartest th ing I  d id on the whole tr ip.  When I  explained my
quest I was taken into the back room while several options
were discussed. I was informed that Tommy McMahon on the farm
wouldn I t even remember the name of his own mother (and she
I ived with him) ;  h is cousin Frank (son of Big John) would be
better but Mary Coyle would be preferable.  Best of  al l  would
be Bridie McGi l- I at Rockcorry . Oliver McMahon would be
useless. Tommy and Frank were f i rst  cousins being sons of
John and Pat r ick ;  Br id ie  was Frankrs  s is ter  be ing widowed in
L97L a f ter  be ing cr ipp led wi th  po l io  as  a  ch i ld  but  s t i l l
bear ing six chi l -dren. AII  of  that inf  ormat ion r  received in
the space of a f ew minutes and I t ve done well- to remember it
a l l .  The S loans made a phone caI I  to  Br id ie  McGi I l -  and I  se t
out for Rockcorry,  which was only about f i f teen minutes dr ive
south of  SCR and st i l l  on route Rl-88, wi th the expectat ion
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that al l  was about to be revealed to me.

Bridie is a charming lady who opened the door and with a
Iarge smile said ItCome in cousintr even though we had never
before laid eyes on each other, and our de facto introduction
was by telephone through the as.sistance of a distant
postmaster. She took me into her lounge room, and gave me a
brandy, despite my protestations, large enough to choke a
horse (I had by then been on the road for 2L hours, and apart
f rom an hour or two of s leep on the ferry,  awake since 7. OO
A.M the prev ious day and was fee l ing a  l i t t le  jaded) .

She knew absolutely nothing about the f arnily. Her f ather was
John McMahon and her grandfather was Patrick McMahon ( who had
married a Larmer) . They were from Faltagh (pronounced Falter
as in Halter) and so we thought we were related but we did not
know how or through whom. I was bitterly disappointed. She
wanted me to see her cousin Paddy Larmer and Peter McKenna. f
drove on to see the latter (an author and no relation) , but he
knew nothing about the Faltagh McMahons. He had written trA

History of  Rockcorry st .  Mary I  srr  in f f  The Emetresseft  .  He
included the McMahon Bishops up unt i l  about L75O, who may or
may not have come from Faltagh, but he did not research the
family beyond the per iod ment ioned in his book.

I returned to Monaghan and wrote up my notes in a restaurant
which had jus t  c losed a t  7 .  OO P.M.  a t  wh ich po in t  I  heard a
customer remark rrThey stay open late , .  dontt  they?tt

During the day I  had also phoned the WaddeII  fami ly in
Lisnaveane but AIec ( they real ly do name their  chi ldren i f ter
their  fathers/grandfathers) was out.  He is a vet surgeon. I
promised to r ing again.  Br idie had aLso provided me with the
name of Phi l ip Moore of  Newtownbut ler Road, Clones (pronounced
Clon-us) who wrote a history of the McMahon clan but from an
histor ical-  aspect rather than as a f  ami ly chronicle.  That
appears to be dead end. Br idie also cheered me up by saying
that some Faltagh McMahons I  had gone to Co. Clare.

By  the  t ime  I  had  f i n i shed  the  no te  i t  was  7 .45  P .M. .  The
cook had gone and the waitress was vacuuming the carpet;  I
obtained the impression that the manager wanted me to leave. I
had only t ravel led in the region of  l -50 mi les but I  fe l - t  as i f
i t  had been 500 mi l-es,  part icular ly as they were secondary
winding and narrow roads.

I t  had not been a product ive day fani ly wise, and the
indicat ions were that the fol lowing days would be no better.
The people with whom I had spoken have never had a desire, dD
interest or a reason to maintain records. Most of  them didn t  t
ca re .  B r id ie  to ld  me  tha t  a  C la re 'Ba in  f rom Aus t ra l i a  had
visited her brother Frank some 2-3 years ago and knew
about/was interested in the Fal tagh McMahons |  .  Br idie
promised to get me her address.

I  returned to Mary McArdlers to s leep the night away.
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TUESDAY 03 .03 .1992

I awoke at l- . 3 O A. M. The room was stuf fy and I opened a
window only to startle a rabbit about 5 metres away squatting
on the lawn. r was up pretty early and went for a jog. Mary
McArdle did a great breakfast of  ju ice, cereal ,  eqg, bacon,
sausages,  gr i l led  tomatoes,  toast ,  marmalade and tea/cof fee.

I decided to visit Rossmore Park . and saw what was left
( foundat ions only) of  Rossmore Cast le.  The vis i t  was out of
interest only, and r took some photos, but there is no
connection with McMahons I as far as I am aware. I went to a
bank and cashed some travellers cheques and then to Theo
McMahonrs but he was not at  home. I  decided to v is i t  the
Iocal  museum, and whi le i t  was of some interest,  and
demonstrated the prominence of the McMahon clan in Co.
Monaghan unt i l  l -603, when they had a bust up and spl i t  into
separate and dist inct  groups ,  I  d id not gain any informat ion
for my inquiry.

The curator at the museum told me about two paintings or
I i thographs of Rossmore Cast1e which hang in the foyer of  the
Ioca l  Cred i t  Un ion. I strolled down there and took
photographs of one as weII  as the inscr ipt ion beneath i t .  I
had lunch at the Westenra Arms Hotel in the centre of
Monaghan. I rang Theo but was informed he would not return
unt i l  a f ter  4 .OO P.M.  I  then rang Br id ie  McGi I l  but  there  was
no response. I  decided to dr ive out to St.  Mary I  s at
Latnamard to see the church and the cemetery. Mike and Jenny
McMahon ( ny son and daughter-in-Iaw) had photographed all the
McMahon headstones during their foray into Monaghan in January
this year.  On the dr ive out I  ddcided to cal l  at  Tommy
McMahonf s farm in Fal- tagh.

He was home and made me welcome as he had learnt that I was in
the d is t r ic t .  He l ived there wi th  h is  w i fe  Br ig id  and h is
mother MoIIy.  He spoke at what sounded l ike 200 words per
minute and I had extreme dif f iculty in understanding hirn . His
accent,  rapid speech and a slurr ing of  words (  he had few
teeth) al l  contr ibuted to my lack of  compr,ehension. His wif  e
and mother were much easier to fathom. The farm consisted of
l -00 acres and has been in his f  arni ly f  or three generat ions;
h1= grandfather (Patr ick) ,  h is father (also ei t r icf l  and
h imsel - f .  He sa id  he had one son (  I  d idnt t  ask  but  I tm sure
his name would be Patr ick) .

Tommy knew less than nothing about his ancestry. He knew his
grandfather I  s chr ist ian name but that was al l .  He showed me a
rr  f  ortrr  as they are carred in that area, and which, r
understand, is also known as a f tBohoguerf  .  This is a copse of
trees/scrub/shrubs where Mass was celebrated under cover
dur ing rr the troublesrr  in the late eighteenth/ear1y nineteenth
centur ies when the Engl ish would not permit  Cathol ic isn to
f l ou r i sho  .

Tommy said that in the past ' f few'f years he had been visited by
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the fo l lowing people :

1 .  Br ian McMahon.

2. Rupert  McMahon, 9 Farran Street,  Lane Cove.

3  .  H is  s is ter ,  C lare  Ba in  |  4  /  38 Fa i r fax  Road,  Be l levue
H i I I .  Phone  NO.  (02 )  327  6931 .

4.  James Mackey,  1O Merr ion Square,  Dubl in
7 6L832 .

5. An unknown man rrsome years ag[ott who
sheep. James Mackey told me in Dublin that
name was Thomas McMahon.

2 ,  Phone  No .

owned merino
this person I  s

6. Jerry McMahon from Hong Kong who gave MoIIy (Tommy t s
mother) the fol lowing two cert i f icates which I  saw and
from which I  copied the fol lowing detai ls:

(a)  I {ARRIAGE:  N.S.W. :  Thomas McMahon to  Cather ine OtDwyer
in  Bra idwood on 23.O2.L87O (o ther  deta i ls  were too fa in t
to  read)

(b)  DEATH:  Thomas McMahon L3.07 .L926.  Aged 85 and BORN
in Sydney in 1"84l-  .

Who was this Thomas McMahon? And born in Sydney in l-g4i-? Who
is/was Jerry McMahon (Tomrny had no idea) ? why visit Faltagh
and g ive Mol ly  cer t i f i ca tes  un less there is  a  connect ion.  I f
Thomas was born in Sydney and was a Faltagh McMahon then who
were his parents? Could his father have been a brother to
Matthew ( and Bernard) and rnigrated to Australia? Was he,
perhaps, a convict? Is he the f i rst  l ink in the chain which
brought the Fal tagh McMahonsr (  and the Waddel ls)  to Sydney
Town? Has a new trail opened up?

During our discussion Br igid fed me a huge afternoon tea of
ham sandwiches,  iced vo-vo,  ds  wel l  as  choco la te ,  b iscu i ts .
Tommy is a dairy farmer and runs about L00 head of beef cattl-e
as weII .  There was no other informat ion I  could glean from
the family. Throughout my stay in Monaghan all my contacts
kept saying that Tommy, more than anyone else, knew the
background to the Faltagh McMahons | . As I I ve said I found him
a very di f f icul t  person to understand. Perhaps one of his
di f f icul t ies may have been his embarassment at  having a
foreigner invade his home and discuss his fami ly openly.  I  am
of the opinion that he had/has more inf  orrnat ion, but f  or
whatever reasons ,  and known only . to him, he was ei ther
re luc tant ,  o t  cou ld  not ,  e laborate .

From there I  dec ided to  v is i t  Br id ie  Mcgi l l  aga in ,  where,
despite ny protestat ions, I  was fed another huge afternoon
tea. She had been unable to arrange the Larmer meeting as the
aged gentleman said that his knowledge of McMahon I s was
negl ig ib le .  I  to ld  Br id ie  that  I  was go ing to  d ine a t  a
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restaurant cal led Andyrs that evening, on the reconmendat ion
of Mary McArdIe. She then said that Maureen Redmond, the wife
of the owner/manager Ciaran Redmond, hras my cousin being a
Fal tagh McMahon.  Amazing! ! !  From Br id iers  I  d rove down the
road to Mary Coyle also a cousin.  She owns a smal l  general
store in the vil lage of Rockcorry. She had no background or
knowledge of the Faltagh McMahons | .

On my return to Monaghan I called on Theo McMahon and made
arrangements to see hirn at  L0 .  oo A. M. 

' the 
f  o l lowing day.

I was expected at the restaurant. The word had obviously gone
out. Ciaran phoned his wife Maureen who, together with her
brother, Pat Mclaughlin, came to the restaurant to meet me.
Neither had any informat ion about the Fal tagh McMahon clan.

However we did spend the night talking and again I was told
that my physical appearance strongly resembled that of other
McMahon members. Ciaran poured beer and treated me to the
biggest steak ( Steak Monaghan) and aII the trimmingts aII on
the house.

Pat Mclaughl in is a chicken farmer raises one day old chicks
to a maximum of eight weeks and then sel ls them. He has
batches of 50, 000 chickens every eight weeks. After dinner I
was taken back to his house where I  met Mary, his wife and
the chi ldren and treated to a huge supper of  tea, cakes,
home made bread and j arn ( I must have added 5 Kgs. in weight
on that  day a lone)  .  Pat  l i ves  a t  K i l l ygoan,  Monaghan,  Co.
Monaghan  on  phone  (O47  )  81546 .

However, one interesting point was solne old photographs I was
shown. One was of a Canon James McMahon as a young man taken
in about L92o r  was looking at  my own father.  The
resemblance was uncanny. We then went down to the chicken
houses  a t  l - 1 .00  P .M . -  and  v i ewed  32 rOOO ch i ckens  i n  one
house. Their environment was computer programmed from
heat ing to feeding/ water ing.

AII  the people (relat ives? )  I  t  ve met are amazed to l -earn that
they have hundreds of cousins in Austral ia.  That worr ies me
not that we exist ,  but that they were unaware of  i t .  Surely
they would have had some inkling that earl ier ancestors had
gone to Austral ia? They aII  seem to have di f f icul ty in
accept ing the fac t  that  I fm go ing back in to  h is tory  2OO years .
They donrt  seem able to grasp that fact .  They have al l  been
very friendly and extremely interested in my quest but have
been unable to provide def ini t ive proof of  a farni ly
connect ion. As I  ment ioned ear l ier  they clairn that they
cannot go back beyond their  grandfathers two generat ions.

Then again there is no need for them to do so they know who
they and where they belong they are part of their own
history.  f t  is  only people l ike me who for whatever
personal reasons are endeavourng to discover who and what we
were and from whence we came.
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It is important that we establish that
McMahons I or otherwise aII research to
noth ing.  E l izabeth ts  death  cer t i f i ca te

we are the Faltagh
date has been for

seems to now confirm
to have supportingthis point

evidence.
although I should l ike

So f ar I have met Bridie McGilI , Thornas McMahon, Maureen
Redmond, Pat Mclaughlin and Mary Coyle. AII have accepted
that we are cousins based on my comments, which are without
sol id foundat ion. Maureen and Pat told me that the Fal tagh
McMahons I had always been rrhard workersrr , as distinct from
some other Irish who were not so enthusiastic about earning
money. Tomny (the farmer) was described as extremely hard
working, He had made the farm economical ly v iable and had
purchased addit ionaL acres over the years.

There appears to be a naivety about the people which is both
appeal ing and almost chi ld l ike which of  course they arenft ,
but they do have soft  and engaging character ist ics.

WEDNESDAY 04 .03 .1992

I spent two hours with Theo McMahon this morningf. We spoke of
the frustat ions of  research; the lack of  I r ish records and, in
part icular,  the lack of  church records for the par ish of
Aghabog being St.  Maryrs at  Latnamard. There are no church
records ear l ier  than about L884 al though civ i l  records
commenced in L854. Theo could not account for th is other than
to say that ei ther the pr iests were lax in their  dut ies or the
reg is ters ,  i f  they ex is ted,  have been dest royed/ los t /mis la id .

As a professional genealogist  he was frustrated by simi lar
restr ict ions and could not t race his I r ish forebears beyond
about  L800.  He sa id ,  s i rnp ly ,  that  records do not  ex is t  or
have as yet not been located/discovered. He said i t  had taken
him over 30 years of  painstaking research before he obtained a
rrbreakthroughtr when he discovered one ancestor had served at
Water loo and he was able to obtain some rni l i tary records which
opened a new avenue to hirn. His only advice to me was to keep
researching in the hope that a rrbreakthroughtt  wi l l  occur.  I t
appears to me that we have have gone about as far as we can
using extant records.

I was able to conf irm with hirn , however , that the i-8 3 3 land
records showed a Matthew McMahon of Faltagh holding/ Ieasing i-5
acres 2 roods and a Bernard McMahon holding/Ieasing 5 acres.
Matthew I  s acreage was the largest s ingle lease holder in the
Townland. In the L844 census a total  of  L44 persons were
l isted as l iv ing in Fal- tagh Townland.

In the L858 land census the total  acreage for Fal tagh Townland
is given as 23L acres broken into 1-B plots/propert ies.
Matthew McMahon isntt  l is ted but there is a Patr ick McMahon
leas Lng / owning 20 acres, Bernard McMahon leas Lng / owning ZL
acres and James McMahon leas Lng/ owning 26 acres. James and
Patr ick,  together with a Michael Srni th,  share a further 3



ac res .  ( I
present at
asono ra
Matthew?
Matthew? )

There are
McMahon.

FAUTLY

Patr ick  50
Maggie  43
Edward L7
John 1L
Francis l -0
Susan I
Patr ick 6
Thomas 4
James 2
Maggie 1-0 mths.

FNdTLY

Franc is  60
Anne 55
Bernard 25
Kate 23
(h i s  w i f  e  )
Franc is  L  mth.
Owen Kel ly 3
( nephew)

FAUTLY

Edward 6L
(widower)
Pat r ick  24
JohnKelIy LL
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wonder if James McMahon is the same James who hras
El izabeth I  s  demise 1L years la ter? Was he perhaps
brother-in-law? Was Patr ick a son or a brother to

What about Bernard? Was he a son or brother to

no wi l rs  on record for  e i ther  Mat thew or  El izabeth

I  w i l l  wr i te  to  the Va luat ions Of f ice ,  EIy  P lace,  Dubl in  and
seek advice on the previous owners to plots of land in Faltagh
I i s ted  as  Map  Re fe rences  1  &  2  (pa t r i ck ) ,  4  (Be rna rd ) ,  5
(James) and 6 (James, Patr ick and Michael Srni th) for the LB5B
survey.

The l -901- census l isted only the fol lowing McMahon residents as
I iv ing in Fal tagh Townland:

Dur ing lunch today I  rang AIec Waddel l  a t  (O42)  44803.  He had
no history other than he was aware that 3 ancestors who had
gone to Austral ia had returned to Monaghan. However,  he told
me that Rory Hope, a lecturer in Genetics at Adelaide
Univers i ty  and l iv ing a t  L6 Glen Avenue,  Unley  Park  S.A.  (O8)
272 3783 was a Waddel l  descendent and had vis i ted Monaghan
some f  ew years ago. Also a Jirn Waddel l  at  56 Grove Street
Wagga Wagga (  069 )  22687 6  had a lso v is i ted h i rn  re  the Waddel l
fami ly .  He a lso gave me Freda B ing ley  o f '  L /Lg St .  Stephens
Gardens, Twickenham, Middlesex I  TwLz LT, (  08i-)  B9i- i -  026 as a
person who had wr i t ten a  h is tory  o f  the Waddel ls .  I  w i l l
contact her for further informat ion.

I then went back to Faltagh to Tommy I s farm but there was
noone about. I took some photographs as the weather was at
Ieast f ine al-though the ground was very soft /boggy underfoot.
f also cl, imbed a fence or two and managed to get into the
bohogue. I t  was a si l -ent damp copse of t rees with moss and
and smal l  bushes at ground level .  .  f t  was di f f icul t  to see
into i t  and was an obvious place for a gather ing of  people to
part ic ipate in Mass without being seen. I  took some more
photographs.

The surrounding area is undulat ing hi l ls  subdivided into very
smal l  f ie lds of ,  I  would guess, about 2-3 acres by hedgerows



10

of thick matted hedge and thorny bushes impossible to
penetrate. I could only gain entry into the fields by clirnbing
a gate or squeezing through where the hedgerow was very
sparse. There was no soi l  erosion and as far as the eye could
could see the land was green and subdivided into those very
sma l l  f i e l ds .

I asked the ghosts and spirits to speak to me but aII f heard
in reply was some hounds barking in the distance and the wind
in the trees and hedgerows.

I  then went on to Br idiets house to work up a t t fami ly t reerr  on
the 1-g0L census fani l ies but al l  she could give me was the
Patr ick/Maggie branch. She did not recognise Francis/Anne or
Edward the widower.  Another blank. I  returned to the B. & B.
to await  being col lected by Maureen and Pat to go and see
another cousin Eammon as they think he may have some
informat ion.  Personal ly  I  doubt  i t .

I  met Eammon and his fami ly (he is a farmer l iv ing on the
outskirts of Monaghan) . Again but as expected neither he
nor his family had any records or background into the
ancestors.  He had no real isat ion that there were Austral ian
relat ives. This lack of  knowledge'  cont inues to worry me.
Surely some of them would have some childhood memory or
recol lect ion of  being told that some relat ives had gon-e to
Austral ia.  Again I  was fed a massive supper and returned to
the McArdIe house wel l  af ter nidnight.  They keep very late
hours .

THURSDAY 05 .  03 .  1gg2

I returned to the BDM office this morning and researched some
bir ths/deaths and hypothesised on a few scenarios but aI1 to
no avai l .  I  could not locate any connect ion. There is no
recorded death of a James McMahon from Faltagh between L87O-
l_9 l-0 . r  assumed he was a son of Matthew/Et izabeth and
theref ore born about L820-3 0 .  Had he l ived unt i l  19 i -o he
would have been BO to 90 years of  age. There was a James
McMahon, whose son registered the death, who died in L8 9 i- but
he was not from Faltagh and I therefore disregarded that
death .

The trip has almost come to an end and I am no further
advanced than before. I  have some indicat ions that we are in
the correct area but the lack of  I r ish records is extremely
frustrat ing. I  th ink we have gone about as far as we can with
the information we presently have. Theo McMahon is of the
same opinion. What we need is some sol id background
informat ion that was obtained (  and hopeful ly retained) by
relatives. Somebody somewhere must have or was handed down
some records which have not yet come to l ight. The only other
way is to hope that in future research by Theo McMahon or a
person l ike him, that f rom some old house, church, stabLe or
att ic the records for St.  Mary I  s at  Latnamard for the per iod
l -81-0-1 ,8  64 or  thereabouts  wi l l  mater ia l ise  and so ass is t  in
complet ing the gaps.  I  w i I I  fo l low up a  coup le  o f  leads in
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Dubl in (Valuat ions and Mackey) and wi l l  leave to Suzanne to
chase up the Austral ian addresses, especial ly the now elder ly
Bain contact who visited Aghabog during World War 2.

An interest ing but f rustrat ing researbh tr ip.  The hospital i ty
was tremendous, the interest intense, the hatred of the
Engl ish barely concealed and control led, but the knowledge of
ancestral  history negl ig ible.  I  readi ly and quickly adapted
to the question t 'wil l  you have a wee drink? rt , to which I gave
the standard rep1y, rf That would be grandil .

As a fut i le and f inal  gesture I  yet again drove out to
Latnamard church/graveyard on the off chance that I would spot
something which I  had over looked. Natural ly f  d idn I  t .  I
cal led in to the Sloans I  at  the Swans Cross Roads Post Off ice
cum store to thank them for their  interest and assistance.
Surpr is ing ly  Mrs .  S loan sa id  she d id  a  l i t le  research herse l f
and had recent ly been of help to a farni ly through local  school
records. She said she knew the locat ion of  the Latnamard
school records and would def in i te ly examine them for entr ies
concerning McMahon scholars.  She did not know how far back in
tirne they went.

I  returned to Monaghan, had dinner,  and was wri t ing up some
notes in the McArdLe house when Pat Mclaughlin ar-rri ired at
about 8.00 P.M. He had dr iven over to give me two photographs
of his uncle Canon James McMahon which he had had reproduced,
the one whor dS a young manr so closely resembled my father.
We discussed my vis i t ,  and knowing that i t  had not been very
successfu l ,  casua l ly  asked i f  I  would  l i ke  to  v is i t  ye t
another cousin named Margaret Connolly nee McMahon. I
accepted and we set out to f ind her as Pat knew she l ived on
the other side of Monagahn town but not exactly where.

She had some informat ion on the Big Pat and Wee Pat fami l ies
and I  was able to obtain a clearer picture of  the relat ionship
between the two, but was no closer to tying them to Matthew
and Elizabeth. Out of the blue she suddenly remembered an
Ei I  ish McGl-one who ,  whi Ie not a McMahon relat ion ,  was related
to  Magg ie  McGahey  who  was  Wee  Pa t rs  w i fe .  A t  LO.3O P .M.  she
was phoned and immediately launched into detai ls which were
too invol-ved to handle over the phone. For the f irst t ime
however, she confirmed that she knew of McMahon brothers who
had gone to Austral ia.  Al though I  was to return to London
tomorrow f made arrangements to visit her as early as
possible tomorrow en route to Dubln.  Another very late night.

FRTDAY 06 .03 .  1gg2

r  sa id  good-bye to  Mary  McArdIe ,  pa id  my B.& B.  fee o f  E44
($aroz1 for four nights and mornings of  great hospi tal i ty and
returned to the Fal tagh Townland area to talk to Ei I ish
McGIone who l ived on a farm (with husband and fami ly)  c lose by
to Tommy McMahon I s farm.

Whi le our discussion was interest ing and somewhat informat ive
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it  was, as I  had come to expect,  d iscouragingr.  She claimed
that there were only three McMahon families in Faltagh at the
turn of  the century this is the same as the 1901- census.
She claimed they were al l  re lated possibly brothers but
could not conf i rm that.  She was sure, dS was Pat Mclaughl in
and Margaret Connol ly that Big Pat (born circa 1854 )  and
Edward (born circa 1840) were brothers.  The third fami ly in
1,901 h/as Francis (born circa 1841) whose son was Bernard
(Barney) .  She recal led playing at  his deserted farmhouse (  as
did Br idie McGiI I  and Margaret Connol ly)  af ter his fami ly had
Ieft .  The house was eventual ly f r tossedrr (demol ished) .  Ei l ish
recalled that the Barney McMahoDS | , as they were known, Ieft
Fal tagh fol lowing f inancial  problems and moved to Scot land.
She said that they married into the Duffy family and that she
knew (through Margaret connol ly)  of  a relat ion in
Castleblayney who knew where the descendents l ived and would
send me the address as soon as i t  was obtained.

Ei l ish said that i t  was known/ Iegend that brothers of  Big pat
and Edward went to Austral ia.  They probably did but I  donft
think that they are our direct ancestors the dates just
dontt  f i t !  No matter which way I  look at  them I  cannot get
ch i ld ren born c i rca 1840-54 as bro thers /  s is ters  to  our
Michael/ Franc Ls / Edward etc. vrho migrated to Australia at the
t ime the two in quest ion were chi ldren.

When I asked the name of their father she could not recall i t
at aII but she knew their mother was formwerly a Greenan and
I ived f t just  over the hi l l t t  (  she pointed i t  out to me from her
front window) and across the road in Lisnaveane. A suspicion
was beginning to f orm in my rnind. I asked her if the mother I s
name was Al ice. AIas alack, she could not recal l  the name at
al l !  !  !  What I  was thinking was that Big Pat,  Edward and
Francis were chi ldren of Bernard McMahon. The dates are
approximate. A possible fani ly t ree would then look something
I i ke  th i s :

BERNARD AND

CULLAGH ANN THOMAS
1 _ 8 3 3  1 _ 8 3 6  1 _ 8 3 8

ALICE (NEE GREENAN) MCMAHON

CATHERINE PATRICK
L847  L8  54

EDWARD
l - 8 4 0

FRANCTS
l - 8 4 1

That would mean that of  the 7 chi ldren l isted above, 4 went to
Austral ia and 3 remained in I reland. OnIy supposi t ion of
course. I  donrt  l ike the dates of  their  years of  bir th they
are spread over too many years and there are too many gaps
between bir ths.  People were not known for spaced fami ly
planning in that era !  !  !

The rain had stopped, but the wind was howl ing against the
windows. The drawing/ lounge room was smal l  and Ei l ish had a
four bar radiator blast ing out the heat.  She was slowing down
with her memories and the discussion was obviously coming to a
close. I  d irected the conversat ion back to nf  izabet-h and
Matthew but she could not recal l  stor ies about them at al l .  I
ment ioned that El izabeth was formerly a McMahon pr ior to
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marrying one. She said that ei ther El izabeth or Matthew could
have rrcome to Faltaghtr f rom a neighbouring townland. She
mentioned Mick McMahon from Tonagh. Novr that comment made me
sit  up straight.  That was the f i rst  occasion that anyone had
said that they knew of a Michael 

'McMahon. 
There are no

trMichaelst t  anlrwhere in the Patr ick,  Edward or Francis f  ami l ies
of l-9 01 or their descendents to this very day. Not one . yet
here was a lady who casually drops the name ftMickrt into our
conversat ion. I immediately thought of Brian McMahon I s
contention that we are descended from the Tonagh McMahon
fami Ly /  ies . I showed Eil ish the photographs of the two
gravestones in Latnamard cemetery of the two Tonagh McMahon
families (taken by Mike and Jenny in January Lgg2) . The
ltravestones have the f ollowing christian names:

f . .  Edward d ied l -988,  Et izabeth  d ied l -986,  h is  parents  Frank
died L9L4 and Anne died l -9 65 .

2 .  Edward d ied L923 |  w i fe  Margaret  d ied Lg37 ,  and the i r
chi l -dren Patr ick,  Michael,  Francis without dates of  death,
Margaret died L947 and her husband died L981.

E i l i sh  sa id  the fami l ies  were re la ted (natura l ly !  )  but  was
vague on the spec i f ics .

I am of the opinion that we should perhaps be paying more
attention to the Tonagh McMahon c1an. rather than the Faltagh
mob. I t  would be disappoint ing af ter aI I  the t ime and effort
but  i t  i s  a  d is t inc t  poss ib i l i ty .

Whi le El izabeth and Matthew obviously l ived in Fal tagh (  l -83 3
t i the applotment book and El izabethrs death in the Townland in
1-8 69 ) I cannot connect them with surviving Faltagh
descendents .

Who was James McMahon and what happened to hirn? Did Elizabeth
come from Tonagh to join Matthew or was it the reverse? What
happened to their l-5 acres? Was Bernard a brother? f s he the
same Bernard as is l is ted in the i -858 land survey?

I now had more questions than when
farewel ls to Ei l ish and drove on to
ever and wondering what to do next.
t r ip to Monaghan was warranted.

I  commenced. I  said ny
Dubl in more confused than

ft  looked l ike another

Whi le wri t ing up my notes in the disnal  Dubl in bus terminal
(having dropped off the car at Dublin airport and caught a bus
into town) ,  and as I  had some hours to wait  ,  T decided to r ing
James (  that name again) Mackey ,  sol ic i tor,  of  t -o Merion
Sguare,  Dubl in  phone 76L832.  He o f fered to  d iscuss the fami ly
and as I  was within easy walking distance of Merion Square I
strol led over.  We spent about an hour together.

His connect ion is that he is a descendent of  Thomas, who
together with his brother Frank, went to Austral ia in the
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L840s Unfortunately I was no further advanced at the end of
our discussion as to where we f i t into the puz zLe. I thinlc
(and that I s dangerous) that these two brothers belong to the
Bernard and Al ice McMahon branch. Suspicion only no facts.
He did say that Francis had no issue. According to hirn Thomas
died in Sydney in L922 aged about 90 and owned an hotel in
George Street. He said that Thomas was twice married and that
he (Mackey) was a descendent of a daughter Mary Josephine
McMahon who married a James Lynch (solicitor) in Brewarrina in
about l-896. His grandfather and grandmother both returned to
Ireland. His f i rst  cousins are Clare Bain and Rupert  McMahon.
The lat ter is now in a home but Clare Bain is al ive and l iv ing
with her stepson -James Bain Chairman of NatWest Bank
Austral ia Ltd.  as weII  as James Bain Stockbrokers.  Mackey
a lso  sa id  tha t  Jeanne  OrBr ien  ( spouse  o f  D r .  J .  O tB r ien )  o f  gz
Mons Avenue, Maroubra was a f i rst  cousin.  Both are supposed
to have a good knowledge of their ancestors ( where have I
heard that  before?) .  C lare  Ba in  v is i ted Fa l tagh dur ing Wor ld
War 2 when she was in England as an Austral ian Nursing Sister.

The mysterious visitor to Faltagh in l-988 was a Thomas McMahon
who reportedly had merino sheep. .No other inf  ormat ion is
ava i lab le  about  h im.

I  am of the opinion that we are not related to this branch of
the McMahon family but there is obviously a Faltagh
connect ion.

I retraced my steps to the bus terminal and wearily boarded
the bus for the return tr ip.  There was a force 6 gale in the
Irish sea which didn t t do my stomach much good but I survived
without too much inconvenience. I  arr ived in London at 8.30
A .M.  on  Sa tu rday  7  March  L992 .

,/t,

/(/ \

KEVIN

PDOB B U R W O O D  N S W  3 l - .  0 5 .  1 9 3 3

THIS REPORT WAS COMPILED IN LONDON

ATTACHMENTS

1. Death Cert i f icate for  El izabeth McMahon
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